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Proclamation 7801 of July 2, 2004

Returning the Flag of the United States to Full-Staff

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
By the authority vested in me as President of the United States by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, and in
honor and tribute to the memory of Ronald Reagan, it is hereby or-
dered that the flag of the United States shall be displayed at full-staff
at the White House and on all buildings, grounds, and Naval vessels
of the United States beginning July 3, 2004. I also direct that beginning
on that same date, the representatives of the United States in foreign
countries shall make similar arrangements for the display of the flag
at full-staff over their Embassies, Legations, and other facilities abroad,
including all military facilities and stations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day
of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7802 of July 16, 2004

Captive Nations Week, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Each year during Captive Nations Week, the United States reaffirms
our commitment to building a world where human rights, democracy,
and freedom are respected and protected by the rule of law. As Ameri-
cans, we believe the nonnegotiable demands of human dignity must be
upheld without regard to race, gender, creed, or nationality. We stand
in solidarity with those living under repressive regimes who seek de-
mocracy and peaceful changes in their homelands.

Throughout our Nation’s history, our brave men and women in uni-
form have fought for the freedom of those suffering under authoritarian
governments. From Nazi Germany to Bosnia, and Afghanistan to Iraq,
American service members have fought to remove brutal leaders. The
American people and their generous contributions have helped to re-
build traumatized nations and given the oppressed hope for the future.
More than a year ago, American service members and our coalition
partners freed the Iraqi people from a dictatorship that routinely tor-
tured and executed innocent civilians. Since then, Americans have
helped the Iraqi people establish institutions for the protection of
human rights, based on democratic principles, to ensure that freedom
will endure in the new Iraq.

Earlier this summer, as our Nation paid respect to President Ronald
Reagan, we recognized his contributions to ending the Cold War and
advancing freedom around the world. In his first Inaugural Address,
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President Reagan said: ‘‘Above all, we must realize that no arsenal or
no weapon in the arsenals of the world is so formidable as the will
and moral courage of free men and women. It is a weapon our adver-
saries in today’s world do not have. It is a weapon that we as Ameri-
cans do have.’’; These words carry forward today as we continue to
push for democratic freedoms and human rights around the world.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat.
212), has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion designating the third week in July of each year as ‘‘Captive Na-
tions Week.’’;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim July 18 through July 24, 2004,
as Captive Nations Week. I call upon the people of the United States
to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to
reaffirm their commitment to all those seeking liberty, justice, and self-
determination.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7803 of July 23, 2004

Parents’ Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Parents are a source of hope, help, stability, and love for their children.
Parents also teach children important values like courage, compassion,
self-reliance, reverence, integrity, and respect for others. As we cele-
brate Parents’ Day, we recognize the important contributions of Amer-
ica’s parents and renew our commitment to standing with our families
to help them raise healthy, responsible children.

Parenthood is a privilege and a great joy that comes with great respon-
sibility. Mothers and fathers play the vital roles of provider, nurturer,
disciplinarian, counselor, advocate, educator, and motivator. They offer
unconditional love and help their children to realize their dreams. As
parents work to send the right messages to our young people, they
shape the character and future of our Nation.

To help strengthen American families and encourage parents’ active in-
volvement in the lives of their children, my Administration is com-
mitted to promoting healthy marriages and responsible fatherhood. We
are providing information to parents on early childhood education and
development and supporting community-based parenting education
programs. We are also providing parents with more options in edu-
cating their children and more opportunities to adopt young boys and
girls in need.

On Parents’ Day, we honor America’s mothers and fathers for their
guidance, support, and unconditional love for their children. The tire-
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